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Mission  
 

Branson Ziplinesô mission is to create a ñeco-adventureò enterprise that  

will evoke a spirit of adventure in patrons and inspire them to become involved in the  
conservation and protection of the environment, by combining ecological education  

focused on the intrinsic value of the land with recreational outdoor entertainment.    

 

Location of Wolfe Creek Preserve  
 

 Branson Ziplines is located on Wolfe Creek Preserve, which consist of 31.25 acres 

in Southern Missouri, approximately 25 miles south of Springfield and 5 miles north of 

Branson.  Access to the property is obtained from the north bound lane of US Highway 65, 

just ¾ mile south of State Highway 176 East and only 2 miles north of US Highway 160.  

The property is legally described as being located in the Southeast ¼ of the Northeast ¼ of 

Section 17, Township 24 North, Range 21 West, in Taney County.    
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Ecological Classification  
 

 Wolfe Creek Preserve is located in the Bull Creek Dolomite Glade/Oak Woodland  

Breaks landtype association of the White River Hills subsection, of the Ozark Highlands  

section, of the Eastern Broadleaf Forest.    

 

Soils  

 

73227 Ocie-Gatewood Complex  
This soil consists of moderately deep, moderately well drained, slowly permeable soils  

formed in gravelly hillslope sediments and the underlying residuum from cherty  

dolomite. These soils are found along the upland drainages saddles, benches, and  

sideslopes. Slopes range from 15 to 35 percent.  Depth to bedrock is greater than 40  

inches.    

73427 Gasconade-Gatewood-Rock Outcrop Complex  

This soil consists of shallow and very shallow, somewhat excessively drained,  

moderately slowly permeable soils formed in thin clayey layers, with a considerable  

amount of coarse fragments, from residuum of the underlying dolomite bedrock. These  
soils are on steep dissected upland landscapes and generally are isolated glade areas.  

Slope gradients range from 15 to 50 percent. Depth to bedrock is less than 20 inches.    
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Geology  
 

Bedrock at Wolfe Creek Preserve is composed of Jefferson City-Cotter dolomite  

formed during the Ordovician period of the Paleozoic era.  These dolomite formations  
were a result of an inland sea that once covered what is now Missouri.  Dolomite is a  

sedimentary carbonate rock described chemically by the formula CaMg(Co3)2.   Because  

dolomite is water soluble, it is responsible for the karst landscape in the White River  

Hills, which is characterized by numerous caves and springs.      

  
Topography  
  

Elevation ranges from 920 feet to 1140 feet above sea level.  The highest  

elevations occur along the east boundary of the property and the lowest elevations occur  
along the drainage that bisects the property.  With local elevation variation of over 200  

feet, there is substantial variance in vegetation based upon slope position.  These  

variations can be attributed to variables such as substrate and available water.  Vegetation  

is also greatly influenced by aspect.  Slopes oriented to the north and east are protected  

from the sun and are generally more productive.  South and West slopes are drier, hotter,  
and the vegetation is limited to those that are adapted to the harsher and more fire prone  

exposures.  
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